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Still separate, still unequal

Violations of the right to education
of Romani children in Slovakia

In Slovakia, up to 80 per cent of children placed in special
schools for children with physical and mental disabilities are
Roma, despite the fact that Romani people constitute less
than 10 per cent of the total population. Huge numbers of
Romani children are also segregated into Roma-only schools
and classes. In both cases Romani children not only receive a
substandard education, but have very remote possibilities of
integrating into mainstream schools or of advancing beyond
compulsory education.

The persistent segregation of Romani children in the Slovak
education system violates their right to an education free
from discrimination. Amnesty International’s research shows
that a nexus of factors is creating barriers for Roma in
accessing education, particularly at the primary level. Poor
housing conditions, physical and cultural isolation, poverty
and lack of transport all hinder Roma children’s ability to
attend school. Roma also face widespread negative
stereotyping; integrated schooling could help foster
mutual understanding and reduce the discrimination

of Roma in Slovakia.

With this report Amnesty International is calling upon the
government of Slovakia, with support from the international
community, including the European Union, to reverse racial
discrimination in education and violations of the right to
education for Romani children.
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